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OCA 1.27 Use of Expired Medications Policy 

 

Background      
Emergency Medical Services have been greatly affected by critical medication shortages nationwide. 
Ideally, an expired medication would never be utilized for patient care. However, several medications 
for which there are no readily available substitutions are known to have potency long after the listed 
expiration date. Expiration dates often are not chemical or physiologic. They are the duration of time a 
pharmaceutical company has chosen to test a medication to maintain a defined potency. 
 
To ameliorate the medication shortages and to prevent patient harm resulting from inadequate supplies 
of emergency medications, various State EMS Offices and agencies have approved the use of 
medications beyond their listed expiration dates. Also, to follow the opinion of a previous WI State EMS 
Medical Director, medications past their expiration dates are not inherently dangerous; but may be less 
potent. The general use of EMS medications is to the clinical effect, and thus repeat dosing is a standard 
consideration. Additionally, forgoing treatment of a patient in a life-threatening situation simply 
because a non-expired medication is not available can lead to harm. 
 

Purpose      
The purpose of this SOP is to outline the process by which Orange Cross Ambulance will 
investigate, propose use of, seek approval for, package, distribute, maintain, and dispose of 
expired medications which will be used for patient care due to shortage.  
 

Applicable To      
This SOP applies to all employees and contractors of Orange Cross Ambulance, Inc.  
 

Enforceability      
It is the responsibility of all OCA providers, officers, managers, and directors to be familiar with 
the process of designating, using, and disposing of Medications, including those which are 
expired.  
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Medication Selection Criteria and Use  
 

a) Medications required for treatment of potentially life-threatening conditions for which 
there is no reasonable substitution may be used after their posted expiration date with the 
following restrictions: 
 
i) Individual medications in short supply will be approved by the EMS Medical Director before 

being used after the expiration date. 
ii) Expired medications will be used only after supply of stock medications has been exhausted. 
iii) Expired medications will be stored and maintained per the packaging instructions, especially 

with regards to temperature and light exposure. 
iv) As with any medication, each dose will be visually inspected for the presence of particulate 

matter or discoloration prior to administration. 
v) Medications will be for single-patient use only, even if originally packaged for multi- dose. 

 

Quality Assurance     
 
b) A QA program will be established to review any expired medication use and should keep a 

record of all expired medications used in the field. 
 

Supply and Logistics     
 

c) Medication availability will be followed with suppliers, and unexpired medications will be 
obtained as soon as they are available. When unexpired medications become available to the 
EMS agency, the use of expired medications will cease. 

 

Reporting to Patients and Healthcare Partners 
 
d) When possible, patients should be made aware that they are receiving an expired medication 

and should give verbal consent for use of expired medications. This discussion and verbal 
consent should be documented on the patient care report. 
 

e) Upon arrival at the healthcare facility, the information that expired medications were used 
during patient transport and which medications were expired will be given verbally to the 
receiving healthcare provider. 
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